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	 Our	 quiet	 gentle	 giant	 of	 the	 fruit	
fly	 community	 left	 us	 on	February	 20,	
2018,	just	three	months	short	of	his	90th	
birthday.	Ernie	was	born	in	Arkansas	on	







school	 until	mid-November	 to	 harvest	
































From Cotton Farming to the Congressional Gold Medal:




photography,	 earning	 additional	 income	
photographing	 couples	 at	 50	 cents	 per	
shot.	
	 Following	graduation,	Ernie	 declined	
















































1C),	 and	 soon	 after	 to	Guam,	where	 he	
successfully	 implemented	 the	first-ever	
eradication	 program	 against	 fruit	 flies	












































	 Starting	 in	 1983,	Ernie’s	 research	 fo-
cused	on	developing	rearing	methods	for	
the	 fruit	 fly	parasitoid	Fopius arisanus,	
investigating	sex	ratio	and	optimal	rearing	
conditions	 to	 increase	 female	 offspring	
ratio	for	 these	very	hard	to	rear	 insects.	
Through	 selection,	 he	 also	 developed	
stable	 laboratory	 strains	 adapted	 to	 at-
tack	Mediterranean	 fruit	 fly	 and	melon	
fly.	 These	 parasitoids	were	 eventually	
exported	 to	 and	 established	 in	Mexico,	
Réunion,	French	Polynesia,	Micronesia,	
and	Africa.	
	 Ernie	 retired	 in	 February	 2006	 but	
continued	coming	to	work	every	day	until	
the	USDA-ARS	Honolulu	lab	was	closed	




when	 he	was	 88.	Although	 he	 encoun-





In	 the	 latter	 part	 of	 his	 career	 and	 life,	
he	 received	much	 deserved	 recognition	





























and	Human	Resources	 (2017),	 and	 the	
USDA-ARS	Hall	of	Fame	award	(2017).	
By	 far	 the	most	 prestigious	 recognition	
was	in	November	2016,	when	he	received	
the	Congressional	Gold	Medal,	the	high-
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